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MOST URGENT/TOP PRIORITY

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
ANDHRA PRADESH :: VIUJAYAWADA

Rc.No.113/RHS.B/2020 Dated :04-12-2020

Sub:- CH&FW, AP — Board of Examination for MPHW(F)/ANM Course -
Conducting the Annual Exam of MPHW(F)/ANM Course in the month of
February-2021 — Notification issued — Furnishing of INC Guidelines to
complete the Clinical training before attending the Final Exams — Reg.

Ref: 1. GO.Ms.No.99, HM&FW (K2) Department, Dt.26.05.2014.
2. This office letter Rc.No. 113/ RHS-B/ 2020, Dt. 04-12-2020.
3. F.N0.1-6/2020-INC, dt:14-05-2020 of the INC, Circular.
4. F.N0.22-10/2020-INC, dt:10-07-2020 of the INC, Circular.
5. F.N0.1-6/2020-INC (Covid Examination), dt:24-11-2020 of the INC.

<>3<>3<>
Copy of the reference 3™ & 4™ are enclosed herewith.

The Attention of the Principals of all the Government/Grant-in-aid/Private
MPHW(F) training Institutions/ Regional Training Centers in the State of Andhra
Pradesh are invited to the reference 3" & 4™ cited wherein the INC has issued circular
regarding guidelines on academics and examinations during Covid-19 Pandemic and
lockdown. In the ref. 3" cited under the point 2.1 Academic Session 2019-20: “Two
months extension is granted for conduct of Examinations ensuring completion of Clinical
Requirements”. Accordingly examination notification, vide ref. 2" cited, has been issued
for conducting the Annual Examination in the month of February,2021 by extending two
(2) months period related to the exam of 2019-20.

In this connection this is to inform that as per the guidelines issued by the INC in
the ref. 3" cited, under the point Il. Guidelines for Examinations has to be followed in
all respects as specified therein towards internal assessments and attendance
requirements and also for external and final examinations. It is specifically informed that
the attendance in each practical area is relaxed to 80% with instructions to cover all
essential clinical area as per the prescribed syllabus which is specified under 1l.1.a.
Hence all the institutes are hereby requested to complete clinical requirements and also
Practical Experience as prescribed to the students before attending final examination
scheduled in the month of February, 2021. Further in the addendum to INC circular vide
ref. 4™ cited guidelines for completion of internship period of final year students has to
be strictly followed.

It is further informed that exemption of clinical experience for 1% year and 2
year nursing students in hospital/field will not be advisable as nursing is patient
centered competency based profession involving skill and dexterity in meeting Health
Care demands of Community/Patient, in rural health care settings. Hence all the
institutes are hereby requested to complete clinical experience to the students as per
relaxation given in INC circulars.

This has got the approval of the Commissioner of Health & FW, AP, Vijayawada.

Sd/- Dr.T.S.R.Murthy,
for Commissioner of Health & FW

To

The Principals of all Government/Grant-in-aid/Private MPHW(F) training Istitutions/
Regional Training Centers in the State of Andhra Pradesh.
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F.No. 1-6/2020-INC pated: 1 4 MAY 2070

CIRCULAR

INC GUIDELINES ON ACADEMICS AND EXAMINATIONS DURING COVID-19
PANDEMIC & LOCKDOWN

Introduction

The entire nation is facing an unprecedented crisis due to outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic. Social distancing, one of the key components in the fight against this infection, is
creating a challenging situation for students studying in various nursing programmes under
various Nursing Educational Institutions. Most of the Nursing Educational Institutions have
been closed since the lockdown from mid-March and nursing students have been unable to
attend classes and clinical areas. In this context, INC reiterates that the quality of nursing
education should not be compromised at all times. The principles of hygiene, social
distancing and restricted movements must be advocated by all at all times to ensure the
health, safety and security of the students, faculty and staff and also to continue academic
activities.

The following guidelines are being issued for implementation to ensure adequate
syllabus coverage so that that the current academic session does not get affected, and
continuity of nursing education is maintained.

L. Guidelines for Academics
1. Teaching-Learning Process

1.1 Online modes of teaching can be used to continue the educational process by making
effective use of technology and other available options as long as the Nursing Educational
Institutions have been asked to remain closed by the Government and State authorities in
different parts of the country. (Online modes such as Google Classroom, Google Hangout,
Cisco Webex Meeting, You tube streaming, College website, e mails, Internet and social
media platforms, such as WhatsApp, Facebook groups etc. could be used)

a. Theory:
1. Institutions should plan to share learning resources such as lectures, study materials,

topic assignments and assessments via online, maintaining communication with the
students on a regular basis.

ii.  The Institutions will be responsible to maintain the details of classes taken subject
wise, attendance, assignments given and submitted by students etc.
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b. Clinical:
i.  Wherever possible, virtual clinical learning can be delivered by sharing recorded

visuals of clinical procedures/skills or any digital resources available.

ii. Once the institutions re opens, the students should be given exclusive clinical
experience blocks in order to gain clinical expertise in various clinical areas as per
revised master plan and clinical rotation plan.

1.2 Attendance: The lockdown period can be used as theory block to cover the theory portion
of the syllabus in various subjects. In case the institution has not done the online teaching,
then the institution shall give assignments/materials through email or as indicated in 1.1.

The period of lockdown may be treated as ‘deemed to be attended” by all the students while
calculating the requirement of minimum percentage of attendance.

2. Academic Calendar

The dates suggested are based on the extension of lockdown period and restrictions laid down
by the GOI and state governments with specific emphasis on social distancing norms.

2.1 Academic session 2019-2020

Two months extension is granted for conduct of examination ensuring completion of
clinical requirements.

Conduct of examinations

Annual/Year September/October,2020

Evaluation and Declaration of the result

Annual/Year October/November, 2020

Summer vacation can be counted during Lockdown period

2.2 Academic session 2020-2021

Admission process and last date of admission

Annual October/November, 2020
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Commencement of classes
Annual October/ November,2020

2" year onwards

Conduct of examinations

Annual August/September, 2021

Commencement of next academic session

Annual August /September, 2021

II. Guidelines for Examination
1. Internal assessment and attendance requirements:

It is presumed that by March, before the lockdown, all the institutions would have completed
College/sessional examinations, all of these are to be considered in the internal assessment
calculation/evaluation of students. Online classes and assessments done during lockdown can
also be considered.

a. Attendance requirements for clinicals: The theory attendance remains the same.
Owing to the extraordinary conditions, the norm of a candidate having 100%
attendance in each practical area is relaxed to 80%. However, all essential clinical
areas should be covered as per the prescribed syllabus. Whatever essential clinical
experience is missed due to COVID lockdown, to be completed in internship period
of final year except for final year students.

b. Clinical requirements:
. Skill lab and clinical procedures ratio in the logbook can be relaxed by allowing
skill lab procedures up to 30%.

ii.  Other written assignments relevant to care note/care study that need to be done in
the clinical area can be replaced by allowing up to 30% in the skill lab using
written scenarios/vignettes or virtual learning.

iii.  If clinical experience is not feasible in respect to MLHP clinical requirements, the
institution shall ensure completion through skill lab or simulation.
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c¢. Internal practical examination can be in the form of Observed Structured Clinical
Examination (OSCE) with minor modifications in the format such as reduced number
of skill stations to ensure social distancing norms and to include only clinical skills.

2. External/Final Examination:

Simplified modes and methods of examinations may be adopted in order to complete the
current academic session in time, as mentioned below.

a. Theory examination may be conducted after lockdown opens, by maintaining social
distancing norms, in staggered time-table form, with less number of students,
preferably batchwise, without compromising the quality, so that the examination
process may be completed in multiple shifts. The duration may be reduced to 2
hours.

b. Practical examination will be conducted either after the relaxation in lock down
period in the clinical settings or in the simulation set up using OSCE approach e.g
in skill labs maintaining proper social distancing and hygiene norms.

¢. Any student failing in subject/s/examination will be provisionally promoted to next
year. However, such students will have to appear in the supplementary examination
along with term examination whenever examination is held next and clear the
pending examination.

d. The Students should be informed well in advance (at least one week) about the
conduct of examinations and other related activities.

e. The examining bodies are given relaxation to appoint external practical examiners
from local Deemed Universities or local Colleges from the same city/town/zone, if
out of State examiners are unable to travel due to COVID restrictions.

Final year students
f.  The students in the final year passing out of nursing course will have to mandatorily
undergo the theory and Practical examination before the declaration of the result.
The examining authority may as soon as possible conduct the theory and practical
examinations of the Final year of the said program and announce the results in a
time bound manner so that students are able to pursue their careers without
disruption.
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I11. Guidelines for Thesis submission

The post graduate nursing students and their guides will ensure that the work done for the
thesis is in compliance with regulatory requirements and ready for submission in time. The
universities may adopt appropriate strategies like online submission of dissertation to
facilitate the UG/PG students pursuing Projects/ Dissertations, in view of the prevailing
circumstances.

IV. General guidelines

a. There should be no additional costs to students as a result of the disruption occurred in the
teaching, learning and evaluation process

b. The faculty and non- teaching/ supportive staff will continue to be on the payrolls of the
institution and work from home utilizing this period to connect to nursing students
through various teaching learning platforms using digital technology and are paid their
monthly salary as per the GOI guidelines.

¢. The Institutions will be responsible to maintain the details of classes taken subject wise,
percentage of attendance, assignments given and submitted by students etc. The State
Examining Boards/ Universities as Examining Authorities should accept these records as
being eligible for internal assessment and are to take these records towards fulfilment of
academic requirements for calculating attendance for appearing for examination.

d. Based on the broad INC guidelines, each University/ Examining Authority may chart out
its own plan of action taking into consideration the issues pertaining to COVID-19
pandemic. Notwithstanding the above Guidelines regarding the resumption of session,
conduct of examinations and commencement of next academic session, every university
college has to ensure that it is prepared in all respects to carry out the academic activities
following necessary advisories/ guidelines/ directions issued by the Centre/State
Government, MHRD or UGC from time to time to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

e. These guidelines are only applicable as one-time measure during this academic year due
to COVID-19.

AL&_@M_
Lt Col (Dr) Sarvjeet Kaur
Secretary
Copy for information & necessary action:
1. Vice chancellor of all Universities.
Registrars of all State Nursing Council.
Examination Boards.

Principal of all Schools / Colleges of Nursing.
INC website.
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F.No. 22-10/2020-INC Dated: Kl O JUL 2020

CIRCULAR

ADDENDUM TO INC GUIDELINES ON ACADEMICS AND EXAMINATIONS
DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Introduction

In view of the present conditions of Covid pandemic, despite the opening of lockdown
all over the country in phased manner, Indian Nursing Council has received various
representations from various Institutions/Universities regarding conduct of examinations due
to restriction in travel imposed in current pandemic situation.

Further to INC letter No F No 1-6/2020-INC dt 14 May 2020, the following
guidelines are being issued for conduct of examinations for undergraduate and postgraduate
nursing students-

1. Guidelines for Examination

(a) The examinations of final year students will be conducted as per the proposed time
frame given in INC circular dt 14 May 2020. As per academic calendar announced, the
exams can be conducted and completed by end of September if feasible, by taking
appropriate measures in the interest of students as and when the normalcy is restored in the
respective States.

(b)  Nursing is patient centered, competency based profession and involves the clinical
dexterity in meeting patient care needs hence in order to maintain the uniform standard of
examination, Universities/Examining Boards shall conduct their examinations in accordance
with INC norms.

(c) Keeping in view the basic infrastructure available at the level of the institutions and
accessibility of internet to the students, especially in remote areas, it is not feasible to adopt
the online mode of examination in Nursing Institutions.

(d)  If the situation does not appear to be normal in view of COVID-19 & in case it is not
feasible to-conduct examination as per academic calendar then students (except final year)
who have undergone the course and are not able to appear for the examinations, shall be
permitted to commence their studies for next higher classes and to progress into the next
academic year on the basis of internal evaluation and performance in college examinations as
per the following grading-
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(1) 50% marks on the basis of the pattern of internal assessment of student

(i1) and the remaining 50% marks on the basis of average of performance in
College examinations during the entire year (theory and practicals).

(i)  If average of performance in College examinations during the entire year is
not available then 100% evaluation may be done on the basis of internal assessment.

(e) Any student failing in subject/s/examination will be allow the students to commence
their studies for next higher classes in accordance with guidelines issued on 14 May 2020.
However, the students will be considered to have passed the examination and be eligible for
the award of the degree/diploma only if they are successful in all the subjects of the said
program.

® The students in the final year passing out of Nursing course will have to mandatorily
undergo the theory and Practical examination after the lockdown opens and travel restrictions
are resolved. The examining authority may as soon as possible conduct the theory and
Practical examinations of the Final year of the said program and announce the results in a
time bound manner so that students are able to pursue their careers without disruption.

() If the students wishes to improve the grades, he/she may appear in special exams as
planned by the University/examining body for such subjects during next year by offering one
additional improvement opportunity when the situation normalises.

(h) It is reiterated that no institution shall submit average internal marks of the test
students more than 75% as specified in curriculum note of INC syllabus.

2. Guidelines for Entrance Examination

(a) Keeping in mind uncertainties due to global pandemic, the general public interest and
State/local/Institutional policies, if entrance examination for the next academic session for
UG and PG Nursing programs is feasible during the current pandemic situation, it may be
conducted. However, if it is not possible to conduct the entrance examination, then merit list
of admission may be prepared, category wise, on the basis of marks obtained by the
candidates in the last qualifying examination. The candidates for admission to academic year
2020-21 must be informed suitably through institution website or online advertisement to
avoid anxiety and inconvenience to students and their parents.

3. Guidelines for completion of Internship period of final year students

(a) The guidelines for each practical area has already been laid out in INC circular dated
14 May 2020 regarding relaxing practical area attendance to 80%. Skill lab and clinical

N
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procedures ratio in the log book (which also includes deliveries to be conducted in the case
book) has been relaxed upto 30%-40%. If clinical experience is not feasible, the Institution
shall ensure completion through skill lab or simulation using online technology so that
students of final year can complete at least 80% practical attendance in all clinical areas
prescribed in Internship period. It is desirable that internship is completed in the above
prescribed manner before the Nursing course is deemed completed.

4. General

(a) The principles of hygiene, social distancing must be advocated by all at all times to
ensure the health, safety and security of the students, faculty and staff.

(b) These guidelines are one time measure applicable only during this academic year due
to national pandemic situation. The guidelines are advisory in nature and each University/
Examining Authority may chart out its own plan of action taking into consideration the issues
pertaining to COVID-19 Pandemic. Notwithstanding the above Guidelines, every University/
Institution has to ensure a suitable plan for the examinations following necessary advisories/
guidelines/ directions issued by the Centre/State Government, MHRD or UGC from time to
time to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

(c) If any student, Association/ Society, Institution etc. desires to make a representation
in this regards, they are hereby advice to make the same to the respective State/University.
The respective University/ State Govt. may take up the matter with INC only if it considers it
absolutely necessary to grant specific relaxation on case to case basis.

Ao

Lt Col (Dr) Sarvjeet Kaur
Secretary
Copy for information & necessary action:

Vice chancellor of all Universities.
Registrars of all State Nursing Council.
Examination Boards.

Principal of all Schools/Colleges of Nursing.
INC website.
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